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The GRE High-Frequency Word List

How many of the following words do you think you know?
Half? Even more? First, check off those words that you
recognize. Then, look up all 333 words and their defini-
tions in our Master Word List. Pay particular attention to
the following:

1. Words you recognize but cannot use in a sentence or
define. You have a feel for these words—you are on
the brink of knowing them. Effort you put into master-
ing these “borderline” words will pay off soon.

2. Words you thought you knew—but didn't. See
whether any of them are defined in an unexpected
way. If they are, make a special note of them. As you
know from the preceding chapters, the GRE often
stumps students with questions based on unfamiliar
meanings of familiar-looking words.

In the course of your undergraduate career, you have
undoubtedly developed your own techniques for building
your vocabulary. One familiar technique—flash cards—
often is used less than effectively. Students either try to
cram too much information onto a flash card or try to
cram too many flash cards into a practice session. If
you wish to work with flash cards, try following these
suggestions.

Writing the Flash Card Be brief—but include all the
information you need. On one side write the word. On the

other side write a concise definition—two or three words
at most—for each major meaning of the word you want to
leamn. Include an antonym, too: the synonym-antonym
associations can help you remember both words. To fix
the word in your mind, use it in a short phrase. Then write
that phrase down.

Memorizing the Fiash Card Carry a few of your flash
cards with you every day. Look them over whenever
you have a spare moment or two. Work in short bursts.
Try going through five flash cards at a time, shuffling
through them quickly so that you can build up your rapid
sight recognition of the words for the test. You want
these words and their antonyms to spring to your mind
instantaneously.

Test your memory: don't look at the back of the card
unless you must. Go through your five cards several
times a day. Then, when you have mastered two or three
of the cards and have them down pat, set those cards
aside and add a couple of new ones to your working
pile. That way you will aiways be working with a limited
group, but you won't be wasting time reviewing words
you aiready recognize on sight.

Never try to master a whole stack of flash cards in one
long cram session. It won't work.




GRE High-Frequency Words

abate
aberrant
abeyance
abscond
abstemious
admonish
adulterate
aesthetic
aggregate
alacrity
alleviate
amalgamate
ambiguous
ambivalence
ameliorate
anachronism
analogous
anarchy
anomalous
antipathy
apathy
appease
apprise
approbation
appropriate [v.]
arduous
artless
ascetic
assiduous
assuage
attenuate
audacious
austere
autonomous
aver

banal

belie
beneficent
bolster
bombastic
boorish
burgeon
bumish
butitress
cacophonous
capricious
castigation
catalyst
caustic

chicanery

coagulate
coda

cogent

commensurate

compendium
complaisant
compliant
conciliatory
condone
confound
connoisseur
contention
contentious
contrite
conundrum
converge
convoluted
craven
daunt
decorum
default
deference
delineate
denigrate
deride
derivative
desiccate
desultory
deterrent
diatribe
dichotomy
diffidence
diffuse
digression
dirge
disabuse
discerning
discordant
discredit
discrepancy
discrete
disingenuous
disinterested
disjointed
dismiss
disparage
disparate
dissemble

dissaminate
dissolution
dissonance
distend
distill
diverge
divest
document [v.]
dogmatic
dormant
dupe
ebullient
eclectic
efficacy
effrontery
elegy

elicit
embellish
empirical
emulate
endemic
enervate
engender
enhance
ephemeral
equanimity
equivocate
erudite
esoteric
eulogy
euphemism
exacerbate
exculpate
exigency
extrapolation
facetious
facilitate
fallacious
fatuous
fawning
felicitous
fervor

flag [v.]
fledgling
flout
foment
forestall
frugality
futile

gainsay
garrulous
goad

gouge
grandiloquent
gregarious
guileless
gullible
harangue
homogeneous
hyperbole
iconoclastic
idolatry
immutable
impair
impassive
impede
impermeable
imperturbable
impervious
implacable
implicit
implode
inadvertently
inchoate
incongruity

inconsequential

incorporate
indeterminate
indigence
indolent
inert
ingenuous
inherent
innocuous
insensible
insinuate
insipid
insularity
intractable
intransigence
inundate
inured
invective
irascible
irresolute
itinerary
laconic
lassitude

latent

laud
lethargic
levee

levity

log
loquacious
lucid
luminous
magnanimity
malingerer
malleable
maverick
mendacious

metamorphosis

meticulous
misanthrope
mitigate
mollify
morose
mundane
negate
neophyte
obdurate
obsequious
obviate
occlude
officious
onerous
opprobrium
oscillate
ostentatious
paragon
partisan
pathological
paucity
pedantic
penchant
penury
perennial
perfidious
perfunctory
permeable
pervasive
phlegmatic
piety
placate
plasticity
platitude



plethora propitiate rescind sporadic tractable
plummet propriety resolution stigma transgression
porous proscribe resolve stint [v.] truculence
pragmatic pungent reticent stipulate vacillate
preamble qualified reverent stolid venerate
precarious quibble sage [N.] striated veracious
precipitate (aDJ.) quiescent salubrious strut [n.] verbose
precursor rarefied sanction subpoena viable
presumptuous recalcitrant satiate subside viscous
prevaricate recant saturate substantiate vituperative
pristine recluse savor supersede volatile
probity recondite secrete supposition warranted
problematic refractory shard tacit wary
prodigal refute skeptic tangential welter
profound relegate solicitous tenuous whimsical
prohibitive reproach soporific tirade zealot
proliferate reprobate specious torpor

propensity repudiate spectrum tortuous

The 3,500-Word Master Word List

The 3,500-Word Master Word List begins on the follow- 6. Using the illustrative sentences in the list as models,
ing page. As a graduate student you should be familiar make up new sentences on your own.
with the majority of these words. You do not, however,

need to memorize every word. 7. Take the test that follows each list at least one day

after studying the words. In this way, you will check
The best way to enlarge your vocabulary is to read your ability to remember what you have studied.
extensively in a variety of fields. You can, however,
assess the extent of your vocabulary by exploring spe-

cialized word lists such as this one.

8. If you can answer corractly 12 of the 15 questions
in the test, you may proceed to the next list; if you
cannot answer this number, restudy the list.

For those of you who wish to work your way through the 9

word list and feel the need for a plan, we recommend

that you follow the procedure described below in order

to use the lists and the exercises most profitably:

1. Allot a definite time each day for the study of a list.

. Keep a record of your guesses and of your success
as a guesser.

For each word, the following is provided:
2. Devote at least one hour to each list. 1. The word (printed in heavy type).

3. First go through the list looking at the short, simple- . Its part of speech (abbreviated).
looking words (saven letters at most). Mark those you
. A brief definition.

don’t know. In studying, pay particular attention to
them. . A sentence or sentences illustrating the word's use.

L& I R ¥ B\

4. Go through the list again looking at the longer words.
Pay particular attention to words with more than one
meaning and familiar-looking words with unusual
definitions that come as a surprise to you. Many
tests make use of these secondary definitions.

. Whenever appropriate, related words together with
their parts of speech.

The word lists are arranged in strict alphabetical order.
5. List unusual words on index cards, which you can In each list, words that appear also on the High-
shuffle and review from time to time. (Use the flash Frequency GRE Word List are marked with a square
card technique described earlier in this chapter.) bullet (m).



Word List 1

Word List 1 abase-adroit

abase v. lower; degrade; humiliate. Anna expected to
have to curtsy to the King of Siam; when told to cast
herself down on the ground before him, however, she
refused to abase herself. abasement, N.

abash v. embarrass. He was not at all abashed by her
open admiration.

W abate v. subside or moderate. Rather than leaving
immediately, they waited for the storm to abate.

abbreviate v. shorten. Because we were running out of
time, the lecturer had to abbreviate her spesch.

abdicate v. renounce; give up. When Edward Vill abdi-
cated the British throne, he surprised the entire world.

M aberrant ADJ. abnormal or deviant. Given the aberrant
nature of the data, we came to doubt the validity of the
entire experiment.

aberration N. abnormality; departure from the norm;
mental irreqularity or disorder. It remains the consensus
among investors on Wall Street that current high oil
prices are a temporary aberration and that we shall soon
see a return to cheap oil.

abet v. assist, usually in doing something wrong;
encourage. She was unwilling to abet him in the swindle
he had planned.

W abeyance N. suspended action. The deal was held in
abeyance until her arrival.

abhor v. detest; hate. She abhorred all forms of bigotry.
abhorrence, N.

abject ADJ. wretched; lacking pride. On the streets of
New York the homeless live in abject poverty, huddling
in doorways to find sheltsr from the wind.

abjure v. renounce upon oath; disavow. Pressure from
university authorities caused the young scholar to abjure
his heretical opinions. abjuration, N.

ablution N. washing. His daily ablutions were accompa-
nied by loud noises that he humorously labeled “Opera
in the Bath."

abnegation N. renunciation; self-sacrifice. Though
Rudolph and Duchess Flavia loved one another, their
love was doomed, for she had to wed the king; their
act of abnegation was necessary to preserve the
kingdom.

abolish v. cancel; put an end to. The president of the
college refused to abolish the physical education
requirement. abolition, N.

abominable ADJ. detestable; extremely unpleasant; very
bad. Mary liked John until she learned he was also dat-
ing Susan; then she called him an abominable young
man, with abominable taste in women.

abominate v. loathe; hate. Moses scolded the idol
worshippers in the tribe because he abominated the
custom,

aboriginal ADpu., N. being the first of its kind in a region;
primitive; native. Her studies of the primitive art forms
of the aboriginal Indians were widely reported in the
scientific journals. aborigine, N.
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abortive ADJ. unsuccessful; fruitless. Attacked by armed
troops, the Chinese students had to abandon their
abortive attempt to democratize Beijing peacefully.
abort, v.

abrasive ADJ. rubbing away; tending to grind down. Just
as abrasive cleaning powders can wear away a shiny
finish, abrasive remarks can wear away a listener's
patience. abrade, v.

abridge V. condense or shorten. Because the publishers
felt the public wanted a shorter version of War and
Peace, they proceeded to abridge the novel.

abrogate v. abolish. The king intended to abrogate the
decree issued by his predecessor.

abscission N. removal by cutting off, as in surgery; sep-
aration. Gas gangrene spreads so swiftly and is so
potentially deadly that doctors advise abscission of the
gangrenous tissue. When a flower or leaf separates nat-
urally from the parent plant, this process is called abscis-
sion or leaf fall.

m abscond v. depart secretly and hide. The teller who
absconded with the bonds went uncaptured until some-
one recognized him from his photograph on America’s
Most Wanted.

absolute ADJ. complete; totally unlimited; certain.
Although the King of Siam was an absolute monarch, he
did not want to behead his unfaithful wife without
absolute evidence of her infidelity.

absolve v. pardon (an offense). The father confessor
absolved him of his sins. absolution, N.

abstain v. refrain; withhold from participation. After con-
sidering the effect of alcohol on his athletic performance,
he decided to abstain from drinking while he trained for
the race.

B abstemious ADJ. sparing in eating and drinking;
temperate. Concerned whether her vegetarian son's
abstermnious diet provided him with sufficient protein, the
worried mother pressed food on him.

abstinence N. restraint from eating or drinking. The doc-
tor recommended total abstinence from salted foods.
abstain, v.

abstract ADJ. theoretical; not concrete; nonrepresenta-
tional. To him, hunger was an abstract concept; he had
never missed a meal.

abstruse ADJ. obscure; profound; difficult to understand.
Baffled by the abstruse philosophical texts assigned in
class, Dave asked Lexy to explain Kant's Critique of Pure
Reason.

abusive ADJ. coarsely insulting; physically harmful. An
abusive parent damages a child both mentally and
physically.

abut v. border upon; adjoin. Where our estates abut, we
must build a fence.

abysmal aou. bottomless. His arrogance is exceeded
only by his abysmal ignorance.

abyss N. enormous chasm; vast, bottomless pit. Darth
Vader seized the evil emperor and hurled him into the
abyss.

academic ADJ. related to a school; not practical or directly
useful. The dean's talk about reforming acadsemic poli-
cies was only an academic discussion: we knew little, if
anything, would change.
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Word List 1

accede v. agree. If | accede to this demand for black-
mail, | am afraid that | will be the victim of future
demands.

accelerate v. move faster. In our science class, we learn
how falling bodies accelerate.

accessible apJ. easy to approach: obtainable. We
asked our guide whether the ruins were accessible on
foot.

accessory N. additional object; useful but not essential
thing. She bought an attractive handbag as an accessory
for her dress. also ADJ.

acclaim v. applaud; announce with great approval. The
sportscasters acclaimed every American victory in the
Olympics and decried every American defeat. acclama-
tion, N.

acclimate v. adjust to climate or environment; adapt.
One of the difficulties of our present air age is the need
of travelers to acclimate themselves to their new and
often strange environments.

acclivity ~. sharp upslope of a hill. The car could not go
up the acelivity in high gear.

accolade N. award of merit. In Hollywood, an “Oscar” is
the highest accolade.

accommodate v. oblige or help someone; adjust or bring
into harmony; adapt. Mitch always did everything pos-
sible to accommodate his elderly relatives, from driving
them to medical appointments to helping them with
paperwork. (secondary meaning)

accomplice  N. partner in crime. Because he had provided
the criminal with the lethal weapon, he was arrested as
an accomplice in the murder.

accord N. agreement. She was in complete accord with
the verdict.

accost v. approach and speak first to a person. When
the two young men accosted me, | was frightened
because | thought they were going to attack me.

accoutre v, equip. The fisherman was accoutred with the
best that the sporting goods store could supply. accou-
trement, N.

accretion  N. growth; increase. Over the years Bob put on
weight; because of this aceretion of flesh, he went from
size M to size XL. accrete, v.

accrue v. come about by addition. You must pay the
interest that has accrued on your debt as well as the
principal sum. accrual, N.

acerbic  Apu. bitter or sour in nature; sharp and cutting.
Noted for her acerbic wit and gossiping, Alice Roosevelt
Longworth had a pillow in her home embroidered with
the legend "If you can't say something good about some-
one, sit right here by me."

acerbity . bitterness of speech and temper. The meet-
ing of the United Nations Assembly was marked with
such acerbity that observers held little hope of reaching
any useful settlement of the problem.

acetic apy. vinegary. The salad had an exceedingly
acetic flavor.
acknowledge v. recognize; admit. Although | acknowi-
edge that the Beatles' tunes sound pretty dated nowa-
days, | still prefer them to the gangsta rap songs my
brothers play.
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acme N. peak; pinnacle; highest point. Welles's success
in Citizen Kane marked the acme of his career as an
actor; never again did he achieve such popular acclaim.

acoustics N. science of sound; quality that makes a room
easy or hard to hear in. Carnegie Hall is liked by music
lovers because of its fine acoustics.

acquiesce V. assent; agree passively. Although she
appeared to acquiesce to her employer's suggestions, |
could tell she had reservations about the changes he
wanted made. acquiescence, N.; acquiescent, ADJ.

acquittal . deliverance from a charge. His acquittal by
the jury surprised those who had thought him guilty.
acquit, v.

acrid ApJ. sharp; bitterly pungent. The acrid odor of
burnt gunpowder filled the room after the pistol had been
fired.

acrimonious ADJ, bitter in words or manner. The candi-
date attacked his opponent in highly acrimonious terms.
acrimony, N.

acrophobia  N. fear of heights. A born salesman, he could
convince someone, with a bad case of acrophobiato sign
up for a life membership in a sky-diving club.

actuarial apu. calculating; pertaining to insurance statis-
tics. According to recent actuarial tables, life expectancy
is greater today than it was a century ago.

actuate v. motivate. | fail to understand what actuated
you to reply to this letter so nastily. )

acuity N. sharpness. In time his youthful acuity of vision
failed him, and he needed glasses.

acumen N. mental keenness. Her business acumen
helped her to succeed where others had failed.

acute ApJ. quickly perceptive; keen; brief and severe.
The acute young doctor realized immediately that the
gradual deterioration of her patient’s once-acute hearing
was due to a chronic iliness, not an acute one,

adage N. wise saying; proverb. There is much truth in the
old adage about fools and their money.

adamant ApJ. hard; inflexible. In this movie Bronson
played the part of a revenge-driven man, adamant in his
determination to punish the criminals who destroyed his
family. adamancy, N.

adapt v. alter; modify. Some species of animals have
become extinct because they could not adapf to a
changing environment.

addendum N. addition; appendix to book. Jane's editor
approved her new comparative literature text but thought
it would be even better with an addendum on recent
developments in literary criticism.,

addiction nN. compulsive, habitual need. His addiction to
drugs caused his friends much grief.

addle v. muddle; drive crazy; become rotten. This idiotic
plan is confusing enough to addle anyone. addled, ADJ.

address V. direct a speech to; deal with or discuss. Due
to address the convention in July, Brown planned to
address the issue of low-income housing in his speech.

adept ADJ. expert at. She was adept at the fine art of
irritating people. also N.

adhere v. stick fast. | will adhere to this opinion until proof
that | am wrong is presented. adhesion, N.; adherence, N.
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adherent N. supporter; follower. In the wake of the scan-
dal, the senator's one-time adherents quietly deserted
him.

adjacent ApJ. adjoining: neighboring; close by. Philip's
best friend Jason lived only four houses down the block,
near but not immediately adjacent.

adjunct N. something (generally nonessential or inferior)
added on or attached. Although | don't absolutely need
a second computer, | plan to buy a laptop to serve as an
adjunct to my desktop model. also ApJ.

adjuration n. solemn urging. Her adjuration to tell the
truth did not change the witnesses' testimony. adjure, v.

adjutant  N. staff officer assisting the commander; assis-
tant. Though Wellington delegated many tasks to his
chief adjutant, Lord Fitzroy Somerset, Somerset was in
no doubt as to who made all major decisions.

W admonish v. warn; reprove. When her courtiers ques-
tioned her religious beliefs, Mary Stuart admonished
them, declaring that she would worship as she pleased.
adorn v. decorate. Wall paintings and carved statues
adorned the temple. adornment, N.

adroit apv. skillful. Her adroit handling of the delicate
situation pleased her employers.
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Word List 1 Synonyms

Each of the questions below consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly similar in meaning to the word in capital
letters and write the letter of your choice on your
answer paper.

1. ABASE (A) incur (B) tax (C) estimate (D) elope (E)
humiliate
2. ABERRATION (A) deviation (B) abhorrence
(C) dislike (D) absence (E) anecdote
3. ABET (A) conceive (B) wager (C) encourage
(D) evade (E) protect
4, ABEYANCE (A) obedience (B) discussion
(C) excitement (D) suspended action (E) editorial
5. ABJURE (A) discuss (B) renounce (C) run off
secretly (D) perjure (E) project
6. ABLUTION (A) censure (B) forgiveness (C) mutiny
(D) survival (E) washing
7. ABNEGATION (A) blackness (B) self-denial
(C) selfishness (D) cause (E) effectiveness

8. ABORIGINE (A) first design (B) absolution
(C) finale (D) concept (E) primitive inhabitant
9. ABORTIVE (A) unsuccessful (B) consuming
(C) financing (D) familiar (E) fruitful
10. ABSTINENCE (A) restrained eating or drinking
(B) vulgar display (C) deportment (D) reluctance
(E) population
11. ABSTRUSE (A) profound (B) irrespective
(C) suspended (D) protesting (E) not thorough
12. ABUT (A) stimulate (B) grasp (C) opp-ose
(D) widen (E) adjoin
13. ABYSMAL (A) bottomless (B) eternal (C) meteoric
(D) diabolic (E) internal
14. ACCEDE (A) fail (B) compromise (C) correct
(D) consent (E) mollify
15. ACCLIVITY (A) index (B) report (C) upslope of a
hill (D) character (E) negotiator
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Word List 2

Word List 2 adulation-amend

adulation n. flattery; admiration. The rock star thrived on
the adulation of his groupies and yes-men. adulats, v.

W adulterate v. make impure by adding inferior or tainted
substances, It is a crime to adulterate foods without
informing the buyer; when consumers learned that
Beechnut had adulterated its apple juice by mixing the
juice with water, they protested vigorously. adulteration, N.

advent N. arrival. Most Americans were unaware of the
advent of the Nuclear Age until the news of Hiroshima
reached them.

adventitious  ADJ. accidental; casual. She found this adven-
titious meeting with her friend extremely fortunate.

adversary N. opponent; enemy. Batman struggled to
save Gotham City from the machinations of his wicked
adversary, the Joker.

adverse ADJ. unfavorable; hostile. The recession had a
highly adverse effect on Father's investment portfolio: he
lost so much money that he could no longer afford the
butler and the upstairs maid.

adversity N. poverty; misfortune. We must learn to meet
adversity gracefully.

advert v. refer (to). Since you advert to this matter so
frequently; you must regard it as important.

advocacy N. support; active pleading on behalf of some-
one or something. No threats could dissuade Bishop
Desmond Tutu from his advocacy of the human rights of
black South Africans.

advocate v. urge; plead for. The abolitionists advocated
freedom for the slaves. also N.

aegis N. shield; defense. Under the aegis of the Bill of
Rights, we enjoy our most treasured freedoms.

aerie N. nest of a large bird of prey (eagle, hawk). The
mother eagle swooped down on the rabbit and bore it off
to her aerie high in the Rocky Mountains.

MW aesthetic ApJ. artistic; dealing with or capable of
appreciating the beautiful. The beauty of Tiffany's
stained glass appealed to Alice’s aesthetic sense.
aesthete, N.

affable apJ. easily approachable; warmly friendly.
Accustomed to cold, aloof supervisors, Nicholas was
amazed at how affable his new employer was. affability, N.

affected ApJ. artificial; pretended; assumed in order to
impress. His affected mannerisms—his “Harvard”
accent, his air of boredom, his use of obscure foreign
words—bugged us: he acted as if he thought he was too
good for his old high school friends. affectation, N.

affidavit ~. written statement made under oath. The
court refused to accept her statement unless she pre-
sented it in the form of an affidavit.

affiliation N. joining; associating with. His affiliation with
the political party was of short duration for he soon dis-
agreed with his colleagues.
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affinity N. kinship. She felt an affinity with all who suf-
fered; their pains were her pains.

affirmation N. positive assertion; confirmation; solemn
pledge by one who refuses to take an oath. Despite Tom's
affirmations of innocence, Aunt Polly still suspected he
had eaten the pie.

affix v. attach or add on; fasten. First the registrar had to
affix his signature to the license; then he had to affix his
official seal.

affliction N. state of distress; cause of suffering. Even in
the midst of her affliction, Elizabeth tried to keep up the
spirits of those around her.

affluence N. abundance; wealth. Foreigners are amazed
by the affluence and luxury of the American way of life.

affront N. insult; offense; intentional act of disrespect.
When Mrs. Proudie was not seated beside the Arch-
deacon at the head table, she took it as a personal affront
and refused to speak to her hosts for a week. also v.

agape ADJ. openmouthed. She stared, agape, at the
many strange animals in the zoo.

agenda N. items of business at a meeﬁné. We had so
much difficulty agreeing upon an agenda that there was
very little time for the meeting.

agglomeration N. collection; heap. It took weeks to assort
the agglomeration of miscellaneous items she had col-
lected on her trip.

aggrandize v. increase or intensify; raise in power,
wealth, rank or honor. The history of the past quarter
century illustrates how a President may aggrandize his
power to act aggressively in international affairs without
considering the wishes of Congress.

B aggregate v. gather; accumulate. Before the Wall
Street scandals, dealers in so-called junk bonds man-
aged to aggregate great wealth in short periods of time.
also ApJ. aggregation, N.

aggressor N. attacker. Before you punish both boys for
fighting, see whether you can determine which one was
the aggressor.

aghast apJ. horrified; dumbfounded. Miss Manners was
aghast at the crude behavior of the fraternity brothers at
the annual toga party.

agility . nimbleness. The agility of the acrobat amazed
and thrilled the audience.

agitate v. stir up; disturb. Her fiery remarks agitated the
already angry mob.

agnostic N. one who is skeptical of the existence of a
god or any ultimate reality. Agnostics say we can neither
prove nor disprove the existence of God; we simply have
no way to know. also ApJ.

agog ADJ. highly excited; intensely curious. We were all
agog at the news that the celebrated movie star was
giving up his career in order to enter a monastery.

agrarian ADJ. pertaining to land or its cultivation. As
a result of its recent industrialization, the country is
gradually losing its agrarian traditions.

W alacrity N. cheerful promptness; eagerness. Phil and
Dave were raring to get off to the mountains; they
packed up their ski gear and climbed into the van with
alacrity.
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Word List2 14

alchemy N. medieval form of speculative thought that
aimed to transform base metals (lead or copper) into sil-
ver or gold and to discover a means of prolonging life.
Although alchemy anticipated science in its belief that
physical reality was determined by an unvarying set of
natural laws, the alchemist’s experimental method was
hardly scientific.

alcove N. nook; recess. Though their apartment lacked a
full-scale dining room, an alcove adjacent to the living
room made an adequate breakfast nook for the young
couple.

alias N. an assumed name. John Smith’s alias was Bob
Jones. also Apv.

alienate v. make hostile; separate. Her attempts to alien-
ate the two friends failed because they had complete
faith in each other.

alimentary ADJ. supplying nourishment. The alimentary
canal in our bodies is so named because digestion of
foods occurs there. When asked for the name of the
digestive tract, Sherlock Holmes replied, "Alimentary, my
dear Watson."

alimony N. paymenis made to an ex-spouse after
divorce. Because Tony had supported Tina through
medical school, on their divorce he asked the court to
award him $500 a month in alimony.

allay v. calm; pacify. The crew tried to allay the fears of
the passengers by announcing that the fire had been
controlled.

allege v. state without proof. Although it is alleged that
she has worked for the enemy, she denies the allegation
and, legally, we can take no action against her without
proof. allegation, N.

allegiance nN. loyalty. Not even a term in prison could
shake Lech Walesa's allegiance to Solidarity, the Polish
trade union he had helped to found.

allegory N. story in which characters are used as sym-
bols; fable. Pilgrim's Progress is an allegory of the temp-
tations and victories of the human soul. allegorical, AoJ.

| alleviate v. relieve. This should alleviate the pain; if it
does not, we shall have to use stronger drugs.

alliteration N. repetition of beginning sound in poetry.
“The furrow followed free” is an example of alliteration.

allocate v. assign. Even though the Red Cross had
allocated a large sum for the relief of the sufferers of the
disaster, many people perished.

alloy N. a mixture as of metals. Afloys of gold are used
more frequently than the pure metal.

alloy v. mix; make less pure; lessen or moderate. Our
delight at the Mets' victory was alloyed by our concern

for Al Laites, who injured his pitching arm in the game.

allude v. refer indirectly. Try not to mention divorce in
Jack's presence because he will think you are alluding to
his marital problems with Jill.

allure v. entice; attract. Allured by the song of the sirens,
the helmsman steered the ship toward the reef. also N.

allusion N. indirect reference. When Amanda said to the
ticket scalper, "One hundred bucks? What do you want,
a pound of flesh?” she was making an allusion to
Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice.
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alluvial Apy. pertaining to soil deposits left by running
water. The farmers found the alluvial deposits at the
mouth of the river very fertile.

aloof  ADJ. apart; reserved. Shy by nature, she remained
aloof while all the rest conversed.

aloft Apv. upward., The sailor climbed aloft into the
rigging.

altercation N. noisy quarrel; heated dispute. In that hot-
tempered household, no meal ever came to a peaceful
conclusion; the inevitable altercation sometimes even
ended in blows.

altruistic apy. unselfishly generous; concerned for
others. In providing tutorial assistance and college
scholarships for hundreds of economically disadvan-
taged youths, Eugene Lang performed a truly altruistic
deed. altruism, N.

W amalgamate v. combine: unite in one body. The unions
will attempt to amalgamate their groups into one nation-
al body.

amass V. collect. The miser’s aim is to amass and hoard
as much gold as possible. %

amazon N, female warrior. Ever since the days of Greek
mythology we refer to strong and aggressive women as
amazons.

ambidextrous ADJ. capable of using either hand with
equal ease. A switch-hitter in baseball should be natu-
rally ambidextrous.

ambience N. environment; atmosphere. She went to the
restaurant not for the food but for the ambience.

W ambiguous Apy. unclear or doubtful in meaning. His
ambiguous instructions misled us; we did not know
which road to take. ambiguity, N.

W ambivalence N. the state of having contradictory or
conflicting emotional attitudes. Torn between loving her
parents one minute and hating them the next, she was
confused by the ambivalence of her feelings. ambivalent,
ADJ.

amble N. moving at an easy pace. When she first
mounted the horse, she was afraid to urge the animal to
go faster than a gentle amble. also v.

ambrosia . food of the gods. Ambrosia was supposed
to give immortality to any human who ate it.

ambulatory Apu. able to walk; not bedridden. Calvin was
a highly ambulatory patient: not only did he refuse to be
confined to bed, but also he insisted on riding his skate-
board up and down the halls.

W ameliorate v. improve. Many social workers have
attempted to ameliorate the conditions of people living in
the slums.

amenable ApJ. readily managed or willing to be led;
answerable or accountable legally. Aithough the ambas-
sador was usually amenable to friendly suggestions, he
balked when we hinted he should pay his parking tickets.
As a foreign diplomat, he claimed he was not amenable
to minor local laws.

amend v. correct; change, generally for the better.
Hoping to amend his condition, he left Vietnam for the
United States.
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Test

Word List2  Antonyms

Each of the following questions consists of a word in
capital letters, followed by five lettered words or
phrases. Choose the lettered word or phrase that is
most nearly opposite in meaning to the word in capi-
tal letters and write the letter of your choice on your
answer paper.

16. ADULATION (A) youth (B) purity (C) brightness
(D) defense (E) criticism

17. ADVOCATE (A) define (B) oppose (C) remove
(D) inspect (E) discern

18. AFFABLE (A) rude (B) ruddy (C) needy
(D) useless (E) conscious

19. AFFECTED (A) weary (B) unfriendly (C) divine
(D) unfeigned (E) slow

20. AFFLUENCE (A) poverty (B) fear (C) persuasion
(D) consideration (E) neglect

21. AGILITY (A) awkwardness (B) solidity (C) temper

(D) harmony (E) warmth
22. ALACRITY (A) slowness (B) plenty (C) filth
(D) courtesy (E) despair
23. ALLEVIATE (A) endure (B) worsen (C) enlighten
(D) maneuver (E) humiliate
24. ALLURE (A) hinder (B) repel (C) ignore
(D) leave (E) wallow
25. ALOOF (A) triangular (B) gregarious
(C) comparable (D) honorable (E) savory
26. AMALGAMATE (A) equip (B) separate
(C) generate (D) materialize (E) repress
27. AMBIGUOUS (A) salvageable (B) corresponding
(C) responsible (D) clear (E) auxiliary
28. AMBLE (A) befriend (B) hasten (C) steal
(D) browse (E) prattle
29. AMBULATORY (A) convalescent (B) valedictory
(C) bedridden (D) emergency (E) congenital
30. AMELIORATE (A) make slow (B) make sure
(C) make young (D) make worse (E) make able

“

Word List 3 amenities-apothecary

amenities N. convenient features; courtesies. In addition
to the customary amenities for the business traveler—fax
machines, modems, a health club—the hotel offers the
services of a butler versed in the social amenities.

amiable ADJ. agreeable; lovable; warmly friendly. In Little
Women, Beth is the amiable daughter whose loving
disposition endears her to all who know her.

amicable apu. politely friendly; not quarrelsome. Beth's
sister Jo is the hot-tempered tomboy who has a hard
time maintaining amicable relationships with those
around her. Jo's quarrel with her friend Laurie finally
reaches an amicable settlement, but not because Jo
turns amiable overnight.

amiss ApJ. wrong; faulty. Seeing her frown, he won-
dered if anything were amiss. also ADv.

amity N. friendship. Student exchange programs such
as the Experiment in International Living were estab-
lished to promote international amity.

amnesia N. loss of memory. Because she was suffering
from amnesia, the police could not get the young girl to
identify herself.

amnesty N. pardon. When his first child was born, the
kKing granted amnesty to all in prison.

amoral ApJ. nonmoral. The amoral individual lacks a
code of ethics; he cannot tell right from wrong. The
immoral person can tell right from wrong: he chooses to
do something he knows is wrong.

amorous apJ. moved by sexual love; loving. “Love them
and leave them” was the motto of the amorous Don Juan.
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